Notes Concerning the Use of this Statement

This document outlines the church’s position on matters of church discipline. Please note
that this outline is not exhaustive and there are certain situations such as instances of
suspected abuse or criminal activity in which church members are recommended to
report directly to law enforcement before and in addition to contacting leadership. If
leadership is made aware of any instance of abuse or known criminal activity involving a
member or regular attendee of the church, it is required that they report it to law
enforcement.”

The assumption undergirding the rest of this statement is for discipline of sins which do
not also constitute criminal activity in the eyes of civil authorities. If you or anyone you
know has been affected by abuse or is aware of criminal activity, please contact and
notify local law enforcement and notify the pastoral team.

The Purpose of Church Discipline

The purpose of discipline is to promote the glory of Christ, the purity of the church,

and the restoration of the sinner.” Throughout its pages, the Bible sounds a recurring
theme: those God loves, he disciplines.® Discipline is often a challenging process of God
correcting his people’s thoughts, words, and behavior so they can fulfill their calling to
become like him. Holiness is a high priority because every local church is a
representation and expression of the holiness of God.* 1 Peter 2:9-10 explains that the
church is “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession.” Likewise, Jesus prefaces his prayer for unity with a petition that God would
sanctify his people through the truth of his Word (John 17:17). Unity within the body is to
be sought, but never at cost to our holiness. The pursuit and standards of holiness are
commanded for all members and especially the leaders of Christ’'s church.® The sole
standard for judging an offense worthy of discipline is that it is contrary to the Word of
God. Sins requiring excommunication are behavioral, serious, and unrepentant. These
include but are not limited to: gross sexual immorality, teaching false doctrine,
divisiveness, convicted criminal activity, and financial impropriety.®

When discipline involves judicial action against an elder, discipline is for the
purpose of publicly rebuking sin, eradicating scandal, protecting the doctrinal and

" For more information on this topic, please refer to the “Mandated Reporting - Child Abuse” policy, the “Statement on Counseling
and Confidentiality”, and the “Statement on Domestic Abuse.”

Adapted from Sovereign Grace Churches Book of Church Order 21.3

*And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be
weary when reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives” (Hebrews
12:5-6 ESV, see also verses 7-13).

‘Revelation 4:8 ESV

®Adapted from Sovereign Grace Churches Book of Church Order section 21.3

®Adapted from Sovereign Grace Churches Book of Church Order section 23.1



ethical purity of the body, restoring the offender, and defending the reputation of
Jesus Christ.”

The Spirit of Church Discipline

Discipline should be carried out in a spirit of love and impartiality between brothers,
pursuing the glory of God above all else. Christ commands the church and its officers to
promote the welfare and purity of its members. Discipline is a power given by Christ to
the church for this purpose and should not be implemented in a vindictive spirit. The goal
of any disciplinary action is one of merciful reclamation and repentance. To this end,
discipline serves to protect and promote godliness in the body according to the
standards of holiness set down in Scripture (1 Tim. 4:7; 1 Cor. 5:11-13).

The Method of Church Discipline

God disciplines his people through a variety of means. He calls his people first to
self-discipline. Each Christian is called to hear the Word of God as he reads the Bible
and hears the Bible taught and applied.® As he compares his life to God’s Word, he
adjusts himself to conform to his Savior. But individual interaction with God through his
Word is not the only means that God uses to make his children holy. God also uses his
people. “Brothers,” writes Paul, “if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are
spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness...”® As members of this local church,
we take seriously our responsibility to “restore” members who fail to allow God to
discipline them personally for their sins. This means that beginning with private
confrontation and, if necessary, leading to public rebuke, we seek to help one another
overcome any refusal to repent of those words and actions that the Bible clearly defines
as sin.10 This includes not only sinful words and behavior, but also refusal to turn from
heretical doctrine.

Jesus outlined a process for addressing another believer’s sin in Matthew 18:15-17."" As
a church, we agree that this is the way for us to approach someone who refuses to
appropriate God’s grace for change. Initially, church discipline should be private and
informal: if a Christian sees sin in a brother or sister that appears to be continual, he
should approach that person and inquire about it. If in fact there is unrepentant sin and a
refusal to repent, then the concerned brother or sister should involve one or two others,

"Adapted from Sovereign Grace Churches Book of Church Order section 21.3

8See John 15:3, 10, 20; John 17:17; 2 Thessalonians 3:14; 2 Timothy 3:16; Hebrews 4:11-13.

®Galatians 6:1 ESV

°Other New Testament passages (besides Galatians 6:1 and Matthew 18:15-17) that support this practice include: 1 Corinthians 5;
Acts: 20:28ff; Galatians 2:11-14; 1 Timothy 5:20; Titus 3:10-11; Romans 16:17; 2 Corinthians 2:5-11.

"If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your
brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of
two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to
you as a Gentile and a tax collector (ESV).



which may include a pastor. If this group confirms that, in fact, sin continues without
repentance, the process must move to formal church discipline.

When the church begins to formally discipline a member, the church’s pastors inquire
with the individual member in question to confirm fact and to appeal for change. If
change is not forthcoming, the pastors will inform the church of the member and his sin,
urging members to contact the erring member and appeal for repentance. During this
time, the member under discipline may not participate in the Lord’s Supper or attend
meetings for the purpose of fellowship. Instead, his participation with members should
revolve around his need for change. If, after a reasonable period of appeal, no
repentance is forthcoming, the pastors will inform the church again, this time announcing
that they must revoke membership and that the church must now treat the unrepentant
person as they treat unbelievers: in other words, when they interact with this person they
should not have “fellowship” as the Bible defines it, but they should appeal for the former
member to put his faith in Jesus’ work on the cross for him and turn from his sin.

Church discipline has nothing to do with “shunning” a person. It involves first confronting
in love and gentleness and, if unsuccessful, withholding fellowship. It is not rejection of a
relationship but a change in the nature of a relationship. If a person under discipline is
not factious or disruptive or a harmful influence, he is welcomed to attend all church
meetings that are open to unbelievers with the exception of small groups that meet for
the purpose of fellowship. Church leadership may decide to abbreviate or eliminate the
process of appeal for repentance if the sin is especially notorious, or if the member
proves to be divisive and disruptive.

At times a member may seek to withdraw from the church to avoid church discipline and
its consequences. Just as a good shepherd will go after a sheep that has wandered from
the flock (Matthew 18:12-14; Ezekiel 34:4,8,16), so shall the pastors and members of
this church seek to restore a wandering member to the Lord through biblical discipline.
Therefore, discipline may be instituted or continued either before or after a member
seeks to withdraw from membership if church leadership determines that such discipline
may serve to guard and preserve the honor of God, protect the purity of the church, or
restore the wandering member to the Lord. While the church cannot force a withdrawing
member to remain in this congregation, the church has the right and the responsibility to
encourage restoration, to bring the disciplinary process to an orderly conclusion, and to
make a final determination as to the person’s membership status at the time withdrawal
is sought or acknowledged. In doing so, the church leadership, at its discretion, may
temporarily suspend further disciplinary proceedings, dismiss any or all charges pending
against the accused, or proceed with discipline and pronounce an appropriate censure.

If a member leaves the church while he is under the scrutiny of the disciplinary process
or while a censure against him is still in effect, and if the church leadership learns that he
is attending another church, they may inform that church that the person is currently



under church discipline and may ask that church to encourage the accused to repent of
his sin and to be restored to the Lord and to any people whom he has offended. Such
communications enhance the possibility that a person may finally repent of his sin, and,
at the same time, serve to warn the other church to be on guard against the harm that
the accused might do to its members (see Matthew 18:12-14; Romans 16:17; 1
Corinthians 5:1-13; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-14; 2 Timothy 1:15; 2:16-18; 4:9, 14-15; 3 John
9-10).

Once the church leadership makes a sin publicly known, they commit as well to inform
the church of repentance and restoration to fellowship as appropriate to the situation and
the good of the church.Christians who attend our church and have been excluded from
fellowship from another church will not be allowed to participate in fellowship here unless
they repent of their sins and make confession and restitution with their former church or
the church leadership of this church are able to determine that the former church did not
apply church discipline according to Scripture.

Appealing an Excommunication

A member removed under discipline may appeal the decision by following the procedure
described in section 23.2 of the Sovereign Grace Churches Book of Church Order."

Bringing Formal Charges Against an Elder or Eldership

A member or former member can bring a formal charge against an elder or eldership by
reviewing the qualifications and following the procedure described in section 24 of the
Sovereign Grace Churches Book of Church Order.

'2 The most recent version of the Book of Church Order is available online here: https://www.sovereigngrace.com/governance.



